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grip on his attention is one they seem to lose, here, except
in  flashes  m  the   Co-operative  book    and  never  again
fully achieve    True, the theme with which they grapple,
in local government, is dry in itself and of an awkward
shape,  neither local government nor  Co-operation is  a
topic  that,  of itself,  attracts  the  average reader     The
difficulty,  nevertheless,  is  not  due  wholly to  the topic
nor to the reader    After all, to him, few topics could be
less attractive, at the first blush, than an exploration into
the obscure ramifications of Trade Union practice, which,
in Industrial Democracy,  are handled in chapters no one
finds dull, on which the attention is held securely riveted,
once it is captured    With their later works, the difficulty
is not so much to read them, but to read them with sus-
tained attention     The eye goes on, tranquilly perusing
line after line, page after page, of regularly spaced print,
suddenly, one realises that the mind has taken nothing
in, one does not know for how long     It is not that one
has sailed off into a dream, it is rather that, somehow,
the words have passed over one like water, leaving no
definite impress behind     As words, one has been aware
of them, as they passed   but that is all   The experience is
disquieting    One stops,  to  ask oneself what is wrong ?
This   difficulty  of attentive   reading  is   genuine,   and
general     It applies, moreover, to the controversial books
on  Capitalism and  Socialism that were to  come later,
as well as to the Local Government books, if not quite
to the same degree    The explanation cannot lie, therefore,
m the subject matter of either set of books, it is rather a
function of the form in which they are presented, of the
style developed by their authors    This style, as met with
in Statutory Authorities and the others of that series, is in
fact, the characteristic style which they were ever after-
wards to use     In it, too, one finds the explanation of
the otherwise strange fact that their later works have,